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Monday 10 March 2008

 

Devon disability charity praises caring councils
 

A Devon disability charity has welcomed the decision by two Devon councils to continue providing vitally important bus passes for the carers of elderly or disabled people who would otherwise be unable to travel. 

Teignbridge District Council and East Devon District Council have both agreed that registered carers of elderly or disabled people living in their areas will continue to be entitled to free bus travel.

Teignbridge District Council had originally planned to withdraw the free the bus passes for carers due to budgetary pressures, but following discussions with leading disability charity Living Options Devon, Teignbridge MP Richard Younger-Ross and the Local Access Group, it has now decided that companions of disabled and elderly people will continue to be able to travel free of charge.

Diana Crump, Chief Executive of Living Options Devon said; “This is a small change that will have a big impact on the lives of the most disadvantaged disabled people in Devon and I thoroughly commend Teignbridge and East Devon Council’s for making such a just decision in the face of budget pressures to reduce costs.”
 

Teignbridge MP Richard Younger-Ross added: "I am delighted that 'companion' bus passes are continuing. Had they not, then this could have led to social exclusion for those living in more rural areas and unable to travel on their own to access local services. Now elderly or disabled people can have their registered carers travel free to assist them."
 

Leader of Teignbridge District Council, Councillor Alan Connett said; “Our original plan to withdraw the Carers Card was always very reluctant and was led by Government parameters for the national scheme. So we were open to representations from Living Options Devon, councillors and others. We have found enough money to fund the card for the coming year.”
 

East Devon District Council will also be continuing with its Carers Card Scheme. The council had elected to run its own bus pass scheme and not join in with the ‘Devonwide’ scheme.  Withdrawing the carers cards had never been entertained by the council.
 

Jane Voller, Communications and Consultations Support Officer, of East Devon District Council said that withdrawing the Carers Cards had never been an option; ““The concession is of huge benefit and in reality costs less than 1% of the total cost of the Bus Pass Scheme. I do hope that other councils follow suite thus avoiding the difficulty when disabled people and their carers travel between areas in Devon.”
 

The East Devon card, issued to a disabled person who needs an accompanying carer, has C+ recoded on the card as they recognise that a disabled person may have more than one carer. These concessionary cards operate from 9.00 am to midnight as opposed to the 9.30am to 11.30pm elsewhere.
